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Downwinders had. In many cases, mining 
companies, anxious to reap huge profits in a 
market guaranteed by the AEC, failed to prop- 
erly ventilate their diggings. As radium breaks 
down, part of it turns into radon, a radioactive 
gas that can cause lung cancer, and concentra- 
tions of uranium can also cause radiation poi- 
soning. Many of the miners, some of them 
Navajos recruited on the reservation, contract- 
ed cancer and died. 
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In the meantime, the wartime buildup, which 
had revitalized the defense installations and 
carried uranium fever to the Colorado Plateau 
while killing southwestern Utahns and leaving 
Navajo miners with incurable cancer, brought 
prosperity to the Wasatch and Oquirrh Fronts. 
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